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This special section dDptical Engineeringnarks an im- | certainly advanced, it is generally agreed that ultimately

ence in Atlanta, which was devoted just to card security evaluation of actual verification; and authentication sys-
e.g., credit cards, smart cartontaining IC chipy driv- | tems. We hope the readers will be inspired by these [ar-
ers licenses, identification cards, immigration cards, etc. Iticles to try and adapt their own areas of technical co
was attended by nearly 6000 peopdeen though the reg-| petency to this important ever-growing field.
istration was more than double the SPIE registration and We would like to thank all of the authors for their fin
many of the participants were from small businegsks | contributions, the reviewers for their efforts, Bria
addition, a consortium of government laboratories andrhompson for providing the opportunity to do a special
agencies working in the field was formed in 1992—thesection on this subject, and the SPIE staff for their sup-
“Biometric Consortium”—to exchange information and portive patience. And last, but not least, we thank
also in hopes of opening a center for biometric technolagyGuanshen Zhang, a postdoctoral student at the University
research. Even thidew York Time$ad an article in their| of Connecticut, Department of Electrical Engineering, for
science section recently on quantum encryption—a verhis help in obtaining the reviews of the papers. Without
new and highly imaginative approach to the problem. | the unflagging efforts of all the above, we never could
While the state of digital encryption and encoding hashave gotten the job done.
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